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NGAJI GURJIN - WELCOME
Gala wirriya yangarrngaran junggarra liyan nyambagun buru.
Nyamba buru jirra Yawurungany ngarrungunil Bugarrigarranyurdany, jarrinygun buru mangara.
We are happy that you are here in this country.
This is the land of all Yawuru people from the time
before time began, always and forever.

Welcome letter from shire
president
With the acknowledgement of Broome as the centre for economic development in the Kimberley, the
town is on the brink of a new era.
Making the most of its colourful history, diversity of
cultures and spectacular natural scenery, Broome
offers a unique experience to visitors. It is also the
gateway to the Kimberley and all that it has to offer,
as a region of unsurpassed natural beauty. Broome is
the most sought-after port for passengers wanting to
explore Australia’s north-west coast.
From the world-renowned Cable Beach, to exploration of indigenous art galleries and tours offering
the history of Broome’s famous pearling industry,
Broome provides a unique offering of Australia’s rugged and spectacularly beautiful Kimberley coast.
The Shire of Broome is proud to support Cruise
Broome in its efforts to ensure that cruise ship passengers visiting Broome enjoy the best experience
possible in our town.

CABLE BEACH CLUB HISTORY
Lord Alistair McAlpine made his first trip to Broome
in 1979. He fell in love with the red earth streets,
palm trees and frangipani and set his heart on opening a resort on the magnificent stretch of land bordering the beautiful Cable Beach. After buying the
land with a contract famously signed on the back
of a beer coaster in the Roebuck Bay pub, he began
to turn his dream into a reality. Cable Beach Club
welcomed its first guests in 1988.
In the beginning Cable Beach Club was a collection
of Broome-style bungalows, a reception area, dining
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Cable Beach Club Resort & Spa
area and a small area for functions. “The Club would
have to be the most unique resort in WA”, wrote the
West Australian Newspaper just before the opening.
“The architecture of the bungalows is based on the
shuttered houses of the master pearlers – they draw
on the creole culture that has made Broome unique.
The resort is entirely hedonistic – as it ought to be”.
Much of the artwork that remains in the resort is
that of Lord McAlpine’s; a collection of art, antiques
and artefacts he collected on his travels through
Asia and the Middle East. He also commissioned the
bluestone Lion Guards and Chinese Warrior Horses
which guard the resort’s entrance.
From these humble origins, Cable Beach Club Resort
& Spa has grown immensely to become an integral
part of the Broome experience and one of Australia’s
premier resorts.
Not bad for a place Lord McAlpine first described as
“a caravan park with a rather large sewer”.

Matso’s
The now-famous Matso’s started life in Broome as the
Union Bank of Australia Ltd, which was built in 1910
and originally stood in Sheba Lane in China Town.
After a devastating fire in the late 1940’s, the building
was one of few to escape destruction. It was purchased by Streeter and Male and relocated to the
corner of Anne and Walcott Streets.
The building was later transformed into a general
store by the Matsumoto family and renamed Matso’s
store. Eventually the store was purchased by Lord
McAlpine and once again moved – to where it stands
today, on Hamersley Street.
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In 1997 Matso’s was turned into a café, micro-brewery and art gallery. With an output of only 200L (just
4 kegs) at a time, it was truly micro!
In 2004 a new full mash brewery, capable of 1200L
batches was installed and Matso’s beer really gained
popularity with locals and visitors alike. It was so popular that the bar staff helped the brewer with hand
bottling, sticking on the labels and packing cartons so
that customers could take it home.
By 2007 Matso’s could no longer keep up with customer demand and the decision had to be made to
have the closely guarded recipes contract bottled
elsewhere. Perth was chosen and the first batch bottled for Matso’s (Ginger Beer) was just 700 cases.
Since then the Matso’s Brewer has perfected the
recipes on site in Broome and the customers decide
which ones make it into the bottles! Today Matso’s
beers are now sold throughout the entire country and
exported to Singapore & Hong Kong.

SHINJU MATSURI
The annual Shinju Matsuri (Japanese for “Festival of
the Pearl”) originated from three cultural festivals –
Japanese Obon Matsuri, Malaysian Hari Merdeka, Independence Day from British rule in 1957, and the
Chinese Hang Seng. Shinju Matsuri rekindles the excitement and romance of Broome’s early days of being
a world-renowned producer of South Sea Pearls when
the Japanese, Chinese, Malay, Koepangers, Filipino and
Europeans flocked to Broome from the late 1800’s to
be a part of this prosperity. This unique multicultural
population of pearl industry workers joined with the
local Aboriginal people and Europeans to work on up
to 400 Pearling Luggers that sailed out of Broome.
Held in September, the Shinju Matsuri Festival is popular with both locals and visitors to Broome. The event
follows on from another Broome “icon” event, the
Broome Cup, which brings together horse racing fans
from across the country, in what is Australia’s most
famous and richest regional race meeting.
Throughout its 46-year history, with a focus on
family and community, Shinju Matsuri has ensured
that education about Broome’s unique and diverse identity is acknowledged through the generations. It is a testament to the culture of Broome.
Starting with the “waking” of Sammy the Dragon,
Shinju Matsuri will tempt your senses with an exciting whirlwind of colour, sound, taste and smell as the
community shares this beautiful locale with the world
and the people who call it home.

Sammy the dragon

(credit: Denis Ryan)
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Experience
Broome: Pearls

Divers Helmet
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BROOME AND THE PEARLING
INDUSTRY
The beauty of Mother of Pearl Shell has captivated
man for thousands of years. People have created mythology and legends across the world where natural shell beds are found. Traded and adorned by civilizations across the globe, with the first Australians
being no different.
Broome and the Dampier Peninsular have been at
the heart of Western Australia’s pearling past and is
today one of the few areas left in Australia where
pearling continues.
Since the 1880’s, when Mother of Pearl fishing began
in and around Broome, the town has been involved
in the industry and by 1910 became the world’s
epicentre of Mother of Pearl fishing, supplying some
80% of the worlds Mother of Pearl.
Sadly, by 1929, the Mother of Pearl fishing industry
had gone into decline and never returned to its former glory.
The advent of plastics in 1949 saw cultured pearling
legalized. It took the collapse of an industry to allow
the beautiful Australian cultured pearl to be born.
In 1956, Australia’s first pearl farm was established

Cable Beach sunset

(credit: Denis Ryan)

at Kuri Bay, 420 kilometers north of Broome. Joint
ventures with Japanese pearling experts, who oversaw all farming operations, enabled the fledgling
industry to grow and thrive.
The world-famous Australian South Sea pearl is
grown in the world’s largest Mother of Pearl oyster, Pinctada Maxima. This oyster species thrives and
grows along the tropical and sub-tropical coast of
Western Australia. Here, the world’s largest tropical
tides provide huge water and nutrient exchange, occurring every six hours and providing optimal growing conditions for the Pinctada Maxima. Nowhere
else in the world can you find this species in such
abundance and size.
Dampier Terrace, in China Town, Broome is now
known as “The Street of Pearls”, earning its name
from the numerous pearl retail outlets which line
this famous street – offering magnificent collections
of beautiful Australian South Sea Pearl jewellery,
along with some imported pearls and other jewellery by local designers.
The world’s largest fine quality round pearl,
harvested in 2004 is also on display at the Cygnet
Bay Pearls boutique on Dampier Terrace.
Facts on this article supplied courtesy Cygnet Bay
Pearls.

Roebuck Bay

(credit: Denis Ryan)

Experience
Broome: History

Sun Pictures – Outdoor Cinema

SUN PICTURES
Noted as the world’s oldest operational outdoor
cinema, Sun Pictures in Broome officially opened on
December 19th, 1916. To this day, this iconic cinema
screens movies nightly, as well as conducting History
Tours daily during the peak tourist season.
Sun Pictures was perhaps the only picture theatre in
the world to have been subjected to continual tidal
flooding – many times theatre goers would lift their
feet up whilst the tide gurgled in. Some say that you
could catch a fish during screening! A levee bank, built
in 1974 put an end to the flooding.
Another unique aspect of Sun Pictures is its location
- right under the flight path to the main runway at
Broome airport. Throughout the decades films have
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been interrupted at strategic moments by the engine
roar and flashing lights of a landing aircraft – often
accompanied by applause from movie lovers.
If the walls could talk, Sun Pictures would be a veritable encyclopedia of facts about Broome’s residents,
their children, their indiscretions, their problems and
their dreams.
Because of its heritage significance in 1989 Sun Pictures was placed on the State Heritage Register and
by 2000 conservation work was completed on the
historic building.
Whilst huge changes in technology have seen the
theatre install digital projectors, all previous projectors are on display at Sun Pictures, including the last
of the 35mm projectors, fondly known as “Christie”.

History of the town
Originally founded as a pearling port, over a hundred
years ago, Broome now boasts a multicultural population of many nationalities lured here by the promise
of finding their fortunes. Koepanger, Malay, Chinese,
European and Aboriginal cultures have all blended to
create a captivatingly friendly and flamboyant personality that is the heart and soul of Broome.
Any visitor to Broome can immediately recognize
the legacy of place names and landmarks named after
William Dampier, the navigator, explorer, buccaneer
and distinguished chronicler of the seven seas who
is credited for discovering the region today known
as the Kimberley in Western Australia. Dampier first
visited the region in 1688.

(credit: N. Gaunt /
Red Dirt Photography)

In the late 1870’s there was a growing pearling industry in the waters off north-western Australia,
with the largest base of operations being located in
Cossack, about 700km from what was to become
Broome. In 1883, John Forrest selected a town site
on Roebuck Bay, just east of Dampier Creek for the
proposed town, which he predicted would become
the capital of the Kimberley. The town site was proclaimed that same year and named after the colony’s
then Governor, Frederick N. Broome.
Today the influence of the pearling industry, with its
cultural melting pot, has helped to create the distinctive character and charm of Broome. South Sea
Pearls are recognized as the best in the world and
pearling remains one of the town’s major industries.

Anglican Church

Chinese Cemetery
(credit: N. Gaunt / Red Dirt Photography)
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Experience Broome:
Natural Wonders

The Dinosaur Coast

(credit: Denis Ryan)

The Dinosaur Coast
The Dampier Peninsula, stretching from Broome up to
Cape Leveque is an area of cultural, scientific and historical significance.
Since 2011, scientists from the University of Queensland, Flinders University and the CSIRO have been conducting research on the Dampier Peninsula’s dinosaur
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tracks. Discrete track-sites and literally thousands of
tracks have been identified. With the discovery of over
twenty different types of tracks identified, the diversity
of the tracks is unparalleled in Australia, if not globally.
The Dinosaur tracks are another unique feature of
the ancient and remarkable west Kimberley region.
A concrete cast of one of the tracks can be seen at
Gantheume Point.

Staircase to the moon
Staircase to the Moon is a natural phenomenon,
which occurs when a full moon rises over the exposed tidal flats of Roebuck Bay, occurring for only
2 – 3 days a month, between March and October.
The event is one of Broome’s most amazing shows
of nature.
At Town Beach, generally on the first two nights of
Staircase to the Moon, you can join in the celebrations at the Town Beach Markets – a showcase of
local produce, hand-made products, a variety of international food and the sounds of local entertainers.
Another popular spot to view Staircase to the Moon
is at The Mangrove Hotel, which hosts a special dinner, with live entertainment of every night of the
event. The recently opened Boardwalk, running from
Streeter’s Jetty in China Town, through to Town Beach
is also a great viewing platform.
Be sure to check out the dates for Staircase to the
Moon and plan ahead.You will find dates for Staircase
to the Moon on the Broome Visitor Centre website
– www.broomevisitorcentre.com.au.
Town Bus Service operates from China Town to
Town Beach and a cab fare for the same journey is
approximately $10.
See our friendly Cruise Broome volunteers for more
information on daily activities in Broome.

CABLE BEACH AND GANTHEUME
POINT
Discover the world-renowned Cable Beach, with
its 22kilometres of sun-kissed white sand, turquoise
water, rich red soil and spectacular ocean sunsets.
The beach is very much a part of Broome’s history,
earning its name from the telegraph cable laid between Broome and Java in 1889, connecting Australia’s North West with the world.
At the southern end of Cable Beach is Gantheaume
Point. It was named on 24th July 1801 for Honore’
Joseph Antoine Ganteume, by Nicolas Baudin, during
the Baudin expedition of Australia – a French expedition to map the coast of Australia, then known as
New Holland.
There are outcrops of Broome Sandstone, deposited
in shallow water in this area in the Early Cretaceous
period, about 130 million years ago. Footprints from
dinosaurs of that time and plant fossils are preserved
in the sandstone.
Gantheume Point Lighthouse is a wonderful place to
watch for dolphins and migrating whales in season.
Locals enjoy Gantheume Point, driving in four-wheel
drive vehicles onto the beach, for a picnic dinner and
a spot of fishing.

Cable Beach
Staircase to the Moon

(credit: Denis Ryan)

(credit: Denis Ryan)
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Port of Broome
facilities

Cruise Ship - Port Broome (credit: Denis Ryan)

Port Broome
The number of visiting cruise ships visiting Kimberley Ports Authority (KPA) Port of Broome fluctuates
each year and the size of the vessels can vary from
boutique to large passenger ships.
Broome has become recognised as an exotic destination for cruise vessels, with the largest vessel to visit
Broome to date being the “Rhapsody of the Seas”
with GRT 78,495 tonnes and LOA 279m.
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At a boutique level of cruising, the ‘Orion’ is a regular
visitor to Broome, carrying passengers to numerous
destinations around Australia and nearby countries.
A number of other super luxury vessels such as the
‘Coral Princess’, Broome based ‘True North’ and
‘Kimberley Quest’ operate through the fabulous
gorge country of the north-west.
Should you require any further information on
visiting cruise vessels, please do not hesitate to
contact operations@kimberleyports.wa.gov.au or
tel + 61 (0)8 9194 3100.

Item

Cruise ship – General Port Information

Prevail Weather
Tidal Current

Dry Season - easterly winds moderate to fresh.
Wet. Season- westerly to north westerly winds which freshen in the afternoon.
Tidal flow at berth- rate 3/5 knots direction- Flood SSE’ly – Ebb N’ly

Charts

Aus 50 – Aus 51 – Aus Pilot Vol. 1 NP 13

Port and Terminal Hand book

Recommended reading for planning.
http://www.kimberleyports.wa.gov.au/MediaLibrary/Documents/REC96267-KPAPort-and-Terminal-Handbook-V3-0-July-2015-281-29.pdf

Last Survey

Hydrographic Survey July 2015

Maximum Draft
UKC

9.1 metre ( drafts > 9.1 require KPA HM vetting for prior approval)
1.0m + 10% Draft

Maximum Displacement

40,000 MT
Tidal Level

Height (meters)

Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT) (Chart Datum)

Tides measured above
LAT or CD

0.16 m

Mean Low Water Springs (MLWS)

1.1 m

Mean Low Water Neaps (MLWN)

4.30 m

Mean Sea Level (MSL)

5.3 m

Mean High Water Neaps (M HWN)

6.40 m

Mean High Water Springs (MHWS)

9.40 m

Highest Astronomical Tide (HAT)

10.50 m

All Cruise Ships are requested to provide a Shell Door opening profile for vetting.
Gangways

KPA provides Gangways and staging containers for hire. Length x Width (internal)
– 12m x 1.05m / 14m x 1.05m / 8m x 0.6m

Wharf Dimensions

Wharf Deck Height is 13.65 m above LAT /Length 331 m / Width 26 m /
Depth at Berths 6 to 10 – 11.1m CD Maximum Vessel Length 290 m

Air Draft

No Restrictions

Pilot

Outer Pilot Boarding Place – 17˚ 58.04’ S 122˚ 05.40’ E
Order Pilot 24 hours in advance operations@kimberleyports.wa.gov.au

Estimated Time

Outer Pilot Boarding Place to Berth 1.5 hours + 0.5 Hours to install Gangways.

Tugs

2 x local ASD 43t & 30t bollard pull / order 24 hours in advance

Towage criteria

1 x Tug WIND ≤ 20 KNOTS 2 x Tug WIND ≥ 25 KNOTS

Night Berthing

Yes

VHF

Ch. 16 / 14 Port of Broome Pilot to Tugs and Linesmen – Ch. 6 - 8

Bunkering

MDO grade only

Fenders

Flat vertical pile fenders: Spacing North end – 4m South end – 16 m

Bollards

North Berths 1-8 – 35 M/T South Berths 9-12 – 50 M/T – Max of 2 lines per
bollard, Spacing approx. 15m

Preferred side alongside

Starboard

Type and surface of wharf

Concrete – No foot passenger access on wharf, vehicular access only

Anchorages

Outer Max draft 9.5m Inner Max draft 8m - Bottom Sand & Shell Refer P&T
Handbook for further details

Normal Port security level

Level 1
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Design

ABOUT CRUISE BROOME
Cruise Broome is the newly formed body, charged
with the forward planning and development of the
cruise ship industry in Broome. It is a non-profit entity, governed by representatives from the
Broome Tourism Leadership Group, Broome
Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Kimberley
Ports Authority and private business enterprise.
Cruise Broome will identify and resolve key challenges in both the short and long term, to pave a

pathway to secure Broome as a key destination
for cruise liners.
By assisting with familiarizations and promoting
Broome experiences to key stakeholders, Cruise
Broome will showcase the opportunities for premium cruise liners to include Broome in their itineraries.
For further information go to www.cruisebroome.com

Cruise Broome
Phone: +61 (8) 9193 5553
PO Box 1307, Broome 6725 Western Australia
coordinator@cruisebroome.com

www.cruisebroom.com

